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MEN AT WORK: A work crew clears debris from trees that are being removed 
from Gibbs Park in Huntington Beach. 

MARK MARTINEZ, THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 
Trees under attack

The following is a list of Australian beetles and lerp that have attacked 
Huntington’s eucalyptus trees.

Eucalyptus longhorn beetle: The beetles arrived in 1985 and began to eat the 
eucalyptus. A few years later, researchers found a deterrent for the pest and the 
beetle population subsided in the late 1980s. 

Lerp psyllid: In the mid-1990s, the lerp attacked the eucalyptus by defoliating 
the tree. In the late 1990s, researchers found a biological control for the pest 
and the population subsided gradually, but they are still present.

Tortoise beetle: In 2006, this beetle arrived, attacking the leafy edges of 
eucalyptus trees, rendering the leaves useless. Researchers have not yet found 
a deterrent. 
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Pests killing trees in Huntington Beach 
parks
Hundreds of dead and dying trees in Gibbs and 
Central parks will be uprooted by city crews over the 
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eucalyptus  tree  parks  beetle  huntington  
central  work  killing  researchers  jones  lerp  

next two years.
By ANNIE BURRIS
The Orange County Register
Comments | Recommend 

HUNTINGTON BEACH – Branches overflowed into Graham Street on a recent 
weekday as city crews gutted dead and dying eucalyptus trees at Gibbs Park. 

Bugs, plus the continuing drought and overcrowding, have killed or are killing about 60 
percent of Gibbs Park's trees and about 3 percent of trees in Central Park, city officials 
said.

About 700 trees in both parks are marked for removal.

"Gibbs Park was hit more substantially because it is a smaller park and almost all 
eucalyptus," said Dave Webb, the city's public works director.

Since 1985, Surf City's eucalyptus trees have been attacked by at least two beetles 
and a lerp from Australia. Now, the tortoise beetle – which researchers have yet to find 
a deterrent for – is preying on the leaves of trees in Gibbs and Central parks.

Jim Jones, the city's operations manager, said he has not heard of similar problems 
with residential trees.

The city will spend about $300,000 over two years to remove, replant and maintain the 
trees, he said. The total budget for this year's tree maintenance is $445,000, so the 
project will take funding from other tree maintenance programs, he said.

Local tree activists have attended recent City Council meetings to talk about the extent 
of the damage.

"Gibbs Park has gone to wreck and ruin," said Jean Nagy of the Huntington Beach 
Tree Society, who plans to write grants to help fund the tree replacements. 

While the two parks have similar problems, the solutions are drastically different, 
Jones said.

Gibbs Park, a known stopping point for migrating monarch butterflies, will have its 
trees removed by next week. But work on Central Park – which also has dying elder, 
pine and sycamore trees – will not begin until October. Those trees will be taken out in 
groups of 30 to 40 over a two-year span.

"The work in Gibbs Park is significant," Jones said. "Over half of the trees are being 
removed. We are looking at a whole new reforestation of that site."

On Oct. 22, monarch butterfly specialists from Pacific Grove will travel to Gibbs Park to 
determine the best species of trees to continue to attract monarchs. The goal is to 
replant in time for the migratory season, which begins in November, said resident and 
butterfly enthusiast Leslie Gilson, who is paying for the experts to come.

"They will figure out how to plant the trees so this doesn't happen again," Gilson said. 

The longer removal process in Central Park is designed so it won't disturb the different 
types of birds that inhabit the park, officials said. 

"The work … would probably not be noticed because it is such a small percentage of 
http://www.ocregister.com/ocregister/news/local/article_1849973.php (3 of 5)1/15/2008 9:44:09 PM

http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpJgUIJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdbZjjf6qvnUBMCNtwGw61QQAhgCIPm9nQcoBDgAUIqHsOsGYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCrq69A6gDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000077262687&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpJgUIJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdbZjjf6qvnUBMCNtwGw61QQAhgCIPm9nQcoBDgAUIqHsOsGYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCrq69A6gDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000077262687&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpJgUIJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdbZjjf6qvnUBMCNtwGw61QQAhgCIPm9nQcoBDgAUIqHsOsGYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCrq69A6gDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000077262687&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpJgUIJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdbZjjf6qvnUBMCNtwGw61QQAhgCIPm9nQcoBDgAUIqHsOsGYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCrq69A6gDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000077262687&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BRl95IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdOyrxfHw7jzAcCNtwGA6jAQAxgDIPm9nQcoBDgAUKatkZMFYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCi6vaAagDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://pixel1097.everesttech.net/1097/rq/3/c_eaca734ae39a4bda6902e14d65e104ff_423985707_suv%2520safety%2520ratings/url%3Dhttp%253A//automobiles.honda.com/shop/%253Fgroupname%253Dsuv&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BRl95IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdOyrxfHw7jzAcCNtwGA6jAQAxgDIPm9nQcoBDgAUKatkZMFYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCi6vaAagDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://pixel1097.everesttech.net/1097/rq/3/c_eaca734ae39a4bda6902e14d65e104ff_423985707_suv%2520safety%2520ratings/url%3Dhttp%253A//automobiles.honda.com/shop/%253Fgroupname%253Dsuv&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BRl95IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdOyrxfHw7jzAcCNtwGA6jAQAxgDIPm9nQcoBDgAUKatkZMFYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCi6vaAagDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://pixel1097.everesttech.net/1097/rq/3/c_eaca734ae39a4bda6902e14d65e104ff_423985707_suv%2520safety%2520ratings/url%3Dhttp%253A//automobiles.honda.com/shop/%253Fgroupname%253Dsuv&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BRl95IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCdOyrxfHw7jzAcCNtwGA6jAQAxgDIPm9nQcoBDgAUKatkZMFYMm-04bIo5AZqgEXRk9DSSsrb2NyZWdpc3Rlcisrb2NyX22yARJ3d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2pzyAEB2gFDaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbS9vY3JlZ2lzdGVyL25ld3MvbG9jYWwvYXJ0aWNsZV8xODQ5OTczLnBocMgCi6vaAagDAegDLugDmAPoA7gD6APXA-gDywX1AwIAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://pixel1097.everesttech.net/1097/rq/3/c_eaca734ae39a4bda6902e14d65e104ff_423985707_suv%2520safety%2520ratings/url%3Dhttp%253A//automobiles.honda.com/shop/%253Fgroupname%253Dsuv&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmB01IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCYKr8zTO-5rJA8CNtwGAp3AQBBgEIPm9nQcoBDgAUIn2s8H5_____wFgyb7ThsijkBmqARdGT0NJKytvY3JlZ2lzdGVyKytvY3JfbbIBEnd3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfanPIAQHaAUNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9jcmVnaXN0ZXIuY29tL29jcmVnaXN0ZXIvbmV3cy9sb2NhbC9hcnRpY2xlXzE4NDk5NzMucGhwyALiyaIBqAMB6AMu6AOYA-gDuAPoA9cD6APLBfUDAgAAAA&num=4&adurl=http://n339.asp-cc.com/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000002824088&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmB01IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCYKr8zTO-5rJA8CNtwGAp3AQBBgEIPm9nQcoBDgAUIn2s8H5_____wFgyb7ThsijkBmqARdGT0NJKytvY3JlZ2lzdGVyKytvY3JfbbIBEnd3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfanPIAQHaAUNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9jcmVnaXN0ZXIuY29tL29jcmVnaXN0ZXIvbmV3cy9sb2NhbC9hcnRpY2xlXzE4NDk5NzMucGhwyALiyaIBqAMB6AMu6AOYA-gDuAPoA9cD6APLBfUDAgAAAA&num=4&adurl=http://n339.asp-cc.com/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000002824088&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmB01IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCYKr8zTO-5rJA8CNtwGAp3AQBBgEIPm9nQcoBDgAUIn2s8H5_____wFgyb7ThsijkBmqARdGT0NJKytvY3JlZ2lzdGVyKytvY3JfbbIBEnd3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfanPIAQHaAUNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9jcmVnaXN0ZXIuY29tL29jcmVnaXN0ZXIvbmV3cy9sb2NhbC9hcnRpY2xlXzE4NDk5NzMucGhwyALiyaIBqAMB6AMu6AOYA-gDuAPoA9cD6APLBfUDAgAAAA&num=4&adurl=http://n339.asp-cc.com/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000002824088&client=ca-freedom_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmB01IJmNR-K3JoekrAPdovjaCYKr8zTO-5rJA8CNtwGAp3AQBBgEIPm9nQcoBDgAUIn2s8H5_____wFgyb7ThsijkBmqARdGT0NJKytvY3JlZ2lzdGVyKytvY3JfbbIBEnd3dy5vY3JlZ2lzdGVyLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfanPIAQHaAUNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9jcmVnaXN0ZXIuY29tL29jcmVnaXN0ZXIvbmV3cy9sb2NhbC9hcnRpY2xlXzE4NDk5NzMucGhwyALiyaIBqAMB6AMu6AOYA-gDuAPoA9cD6APLBfUDAgAAAA&num=4&adurl=http://n339.asp-cc.com/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000002824088&client=ca-freedom_js
http://www.ocregister.com/news/movies-kazor-policy-1959439-teachers-school
http://www.ocregister.com/news/kay-illegal-workers-1958544-immigrants-government
http://www.ocregister.com/news/kay-illegal-workers-1958544-immigrants-government
http://www.ocregister.com/news/carona-county-department-1958885-time-steward#slComments
http://www.ocregister.com/news/carona-county-department-1958885-time-steward#slComments
http://www.ocregister.com/entertainment/episode-bravo-ccix-1958760-air-character
http://www.ocregister.com/news/santiago-rhee-alex-1958460-baby-tina
http://www.ocregister.com/news/santiago-rhee-alex-1958460-baby-tina
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=trees&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=park&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=gibbs&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=city&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=eucalyptus&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=tree&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=parks&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=beetle&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=huntington&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=central&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=work&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=killing&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=researchers&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=jones&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
http://www.ocregister.com/fi/search/?fistype=site&q=lerp&ul=www.ocregister.com&fitool=tagcloud
javascript:recommendReview('OCRArticle1849973')


beach  pests  beetles  removed  enter  dying  deterrent  
attacked  removal  crews  public  tortoise  officials  late  
site  gilson  problems  subsided  help  monarch  account  
forgot  arrived  leaves  percent  login  dead  maintenance  

member  replant  address  1990s  butterfly  pest  population  

  

trees being replanted," Jones said. "The public will only notice when there are 
machines taking out the trees."

For information about eucalyptus trees in your area, visit the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Web site, www.usda.gov. 

To volunteer help restore Gibbs Park, e-mail lesliegilson@hotmail.com. 

Contact the writer: aburris@ocregister.com or 714-445-6696
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